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Ombré (ahm-bray) is a French word meaning to shade.  In art, the ombré style refers to color gradation 
and usually involves three distinct shades of the same or similar colors.  Ombré style color gradation can 
be created with strips of cardstock, ribbon strips, buttons or other embellishments.  Ombré can also be a 
blending or shading of the same color from darkest to lightest, or from a primary color to another 
primary color with the mixed secondary color in between.  (Red to Orange to Yellow; Blue to Green to 
Yellow; Blue to Purple to Red) 

In this tutorial, I have chosen to shade from green to turquoise to blue by sponging ink over an 
embossed image: 

 

 

 

 

I used the following supplies for this card: 

• Whisper White Cardstock 
• Gumball Green, Bermuda Bay, Soft Sky 

and Versamark Ink 
• Embossing Buddy and White Embossing 

Powder 
• Sponges 
• ‘My Friend’ Stamp Set 

 



 

 

 

 

 

After stamping and embossing, I began sponging 
Gumball Green Classic ink to the top 1/3 of the 
cardstock.  When you load your sponge with ink, 
pounce it once or twice on scratch paper to 
reduce the intensity of the ink.  Then, with very 
little pressure on the sponge, begin off the page 
and start moving the sponge in a circular motion 
across your cardstock.  It is important to not put 
too much pressure on your sponge.  You can 
always add more color, but you can’t take it off. 

Once you are satisfied with the first color, 
repeat the process with the second color – 
Bermuda Bay in this case – and slightly 
overlap into the first color to blend the two 
together. 

Repeat the same process with the third 
color – Soft Sky was used in this example. 

Once finished, if any of the colors look too 
light or blotchy, you can go back in with a 
light touch and a bit more ink to smooth 
and blend them out.  Rub a paper towel 
over the embossed image to remove any 
excess ink. 



 

 

 

“Hello” was stamped in Bermuda Bay 
ink. 

The piece was then layered onto a 
Bermuda Bay base, with punched 
butterflies and rhinestones added as 
embellishments. 


